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LIKE DAD, LIKE DAUGHTER
Daphne Hathaway makes RCM history as the first woman to 

head the Association in Camp’s 138 years. She follows her father, 
Bob, who held the post from 1995 to 2007. 

Daphne 
Hathaway 
and her 
granddaughter, 
Ellie Griffith,  
sit on the porch 
of her cottage 
during the last 
Camp session. 
Behind them 
is Daphne’s 
father, Bob 
Zercher, who 
led RCM as 
Association 
president for 
13 years, and 
Daphne’s 
mother, Joyce. 
In October, 
Daphne was 
elected the 
first woman 
president of the 
Association. See 
Page 2 for her 
first column as 
president.

Reporting on busy session
for Camp youth, Kids 56

On Page 2, a 
list of those 
who served as 
Association 
president.



As a child trying to 
understand the cycle of each 
year, my mental model was 
“Christmas, Camp, Christmas, 
Camp,” with long stretches of 
school and short stretches of 
summer vacation in between.  
     My grownup model is much 
the same, but with a lot more 
detail filling the in-between 
times. So now that Christmas 
is past, my mind immediately 
turns to Camp, and as I look 
forward to the coming year, 
I can’t help but reflect on the 
past session.  
     RCM 2022 was a season of 
celebration, a return to normal-
cy after two years of modifica-
tions because of the pandemic; 
a time when friends and family 
came to a saving knowledge of 
faith in Jesus Christ; when we 
enjoyed fellowship and wor-
ship together; when we shared 
in sorrow over the loss of dear 
ones while rejoicing that their 
healing is complete; and that 
they are in the presence of their 
Savior.  
     We ate wonderful Boarding 
House food and “enjoyed” the 
heat of August in the woods. 
We were challenged by the 
Word, and were refreshed and 
restored in our spirits. 
     As we look forward to the 
2023 session, we are already 
anticipating the blessing and 
joy we will experience as we 
come together, and work is al-
ready underway! The Program 
Committee, led by Lead Spiri-
tual Director Blake Deibler, is 
finalizing the programs for the 
coming session. Evangelists 
and Bible study teachers have 

been engaged; ministry direc-
tors are developing themes and 
staffing programs; missionaries 
are being contacted; and menus 
and crafts being considered. 
     The Building and Grounds 
team, led by Association Vice 
President Ralph Huber, is 
creating a list of priorities for 
maintenance and improvement 
on the grounds. Their work 
will begin as weather permits. 
     The Ladies Auxiliary is 
working on plans, improve-
ments and year-round fund-

raisers. The first Association 
meeting of the year was held 
Jan. 12 to begin to prioritize 
the work to be accomplished in 
the next seven months. 
     As this work continues, it is 
easy to focus on the logistics 
that need to align for the com-
ing season. But I encourage all 
of us to use these “off-season” 
months as the Lord directs us 
in Psalm 90:12, “Teach us to 
number our days, that we may 
gain a heart of wisdom.” 
     As we count down thec-
months to Camp, let’s join 

together to seek the Lord’s 
wisdom for the coming ses-
sion.  
     Please join me in praying 
that as a Camp family we 
follow where He leads us; that 
we would even now be praying 
for his Spirit to be at work in 
the lives of those who will sit 
under teaching and preaching, 
that we would be faithful to 
His Word; and that the Lord 
would prepare us for effective 
ministry in the places where 
He has called us. Please pray 
for all the volunteers who will 
give of their time and talents 
and ask if the Lord may be 
calling you to new places of 
service in the coming year.    
     Happy New Year, and may 
the Lord grant us wisdom as 
we number our days.
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FROM DAPHNE
HATHAWAY,
ASSOCIATION 
PRESIDENT

RCM’s past
presidents
Rev. F.G. Coxson, 1886-1890
Rev. C.S. Mervine, 1891
William H. Haskell, 
1892-1898
Maris H. Groff, 1899-1902
John H. Carter 1903-1906
John W. Gardner, 1907-1916
George A. Miller, 1917-1929
B. Cookman Dunkle, 
1930-1946
A.J. Eckman, 1947-1948
B. Cookman Dunkle, 
1949-1954
Oliver Armstrong, 1955
Harry B. Smith, 1956-1959
Melvin C. Boyce Sr., 
1960-1961
A.Floyd McClenaghan, 
1962-1972
Clarence Murry, 1973-1983
John F. Hershey, 1984-1994
Bob Zercher, 1995-2007
Terry Hoffman, 2008-2016
Rich Smith, 2017-2022
Daphne Hathaway, 2023-
     The second longest 
serving president was Bob 
Zercher, Daphne’s father. 
He served 13 years.  With 
Daphne and her father, five 
members of Bethesda UMC 
served as Association presi-
dents. The other three were 
B. Cookman Dunkle, who 
served a record 21 years over 
two terms; Floyd McClen-
aghan; and Clarence Murry. 

Numbering
our days

     Greetings to all of you 
in our RCM family! I am 
honored and humbled to have 
been elected as the 20th and 
first female president of the 
Rawlinsville Camp Meeting 
Association, and the fifth 
president from Bethesda.
     Moving into this role feels 
like a natural progression, as 
Camp has always been a part 
of my life.
     I first attended Camp as an 
8-months-old baby and have 
attended all or part of every 
session since then. Members 
of my extended family on 
both sides have always been 
actively involved as Camp.
     My dad, Bob Zercher, 
served as financial secretary 
of Camp and later served as 

Association president.   
     My mom Joyce served as 
the Ladies Auxiliary presi-
dent as well. When oppor-
tunities arose in my life, I 
served as Auxiliary president 
twice, as Missions Coordina-
tor, as “keeper of the waiting 
list”for cottages and as assis-
tant secretary/secretary of the 
Association.
     I have three children, 
Lauren, married to Brett 
Bailey; Evan; and Caroline, 
married to Austin Griffith, 
and two granddaughters, 
Eleanor (Ellie) and Avery.  I 
look forward to working with 
all of you as we join together, 
“praising the Lord in Song, 
Sermon and Service” in the 
coming years!

Honored and humbled by her election

Daphne Hathaway and her family gather during the last Camp 
session at a familiar place, her cottage, No. 9.
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Fall Fest 2022
Camaraderie, food, worship and more

Photos by Stephanie Reddinger and Daphne Hathaway

      Fall Fest brought 
folks back for fun, 
food, games, worship, 
camaraderie, and an 
auction Oct.14-15.
     Above, right, 
Melissa Markley, who 
helped organize Fall 
Fest, oversees the 
pumpkin decorating 
contest.
     At left, people 
line up for the next 
hayride.
     At near right, 
Annie Haldeman and 
Brooklyn Wymer 
hang out on the big 
rock.
     The auction, which 

wrapped up the week-
end, packed the Boarding House, 
bottom right, and yielded some 
high-priced items.
     The cake shown at right, baked by 
Joyce Zercher, sold for $200!
And a mounted photo of the Tab-
ernacle, taken by Bryce Wendler 
using a drone, was a hot item finally 
secured by Mitch and Gina Dissing-

er, left.
     A dog keeps an eye on-
Fall Fest activities from a 
cottage porch.
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Photos by Stephanie Reddinger

Bringing in the leaves
     When work crews 
hit Camp on Nov. 12, 
they came with rakes,  
shovels, chainsaws, 
leaf blowers and some 
heavy equipment to 
pick up leaves and 
limbs and to put 
the Camp to bed for 
winter. 
     At right, a tractor 
piles leaves on a trailer 
for dumping into the 
woods. At far right, 
Mary Brooks, left, and 
Karen McGaw pause 
from their work for a 
photo.
     In the middle 
row of photos, 
left, a snake of 
leaves winds 
through the 
upper parking 
lot, while at far 
right, workers 
shovel in another 
scoop load.
     In bottom row, 
left, outgoing 
Association 
president Rich 
Smith, right, and 
Ralph Huber 
drain water from 
hoses before 
storage. At far 
right, Keith 
Lefever, Bruce 
Perry, 
and other 
workers 
poss for a 
photo.

Fall cleanup officially closes the Camp season.



     The Rev. Blake Deibler, Lead 
Spiritual Director at RCM, has 
announced three new Associate 
Spiritual Directors for the 138th 
session of Camp. 
     Blake has named  Bryce 
Wendler, Adam Swift and Jared 
Schnapf to the posts. 
“These are three men who are 

young, dy-
namic, love 
the Lord 
and love 
Rawlinsville 
Camp,” 
Blake said.   
     Bryce is 
the pastor 
of Colerain 
Church, 
part of the 
Wesley 
Network; 

Adam is  pastor at Grace Church 
at Willow Valley; and Jared is an 
associate pastor at the Lancaster 
Campus of Mission Church.   
     Bryce was born and raised in 
Lancaster, and graduated from 
Liberty University in 2016. He 
began serving as the pastor of 
Colerain Church at Kirkwood in 
August, 2018.  
     Adam is the lead pastor of 
Grace Church at Willow Valley. 
He was saved there as a teenag-
er; met his wife Hannah in youth 
group there; was called into the 
ministry there and it was there 
that he got his start in ministry.  
     Adam is a graduate of Lan-
caster Bible College and Grace 

Theological Seminary. 
     Adam was the leader for 
the second week of afternoon 
sessions last year. His topic was 
“Suffering: embracing God as 
good when life is bad.” 
     He and Hannah have a son, 
Canaan. 

    Jared is an associate pastor 
of Next Generation and Disci-
pleship at Mission Church, 651 
Lampeter Road. 
     Jared grew up at RCM and 
then served as a youth leader 
at RCM for 10 years. Out of 
college, he worked as a middle 
school and high school social 
studies teacher, but God then 
called him into fulltime ministry 
in 2011. 
     Jared has the privilege to 
oversee kids and student minis-
try along with the discipleship 
opportunities at Mission Church. 
     He is married to his high 
school sweetheart, Jenn. They 
have three children, Hallie, 
Ethan and Reagan. 
     Jared earned his undergradu-
ate degree from Millersville Uni-
versity and his graduate degree 
from Temple University. 
     Blake, who took over as Lead 
Spiritual Director last year, suc-
ceeded the Rev. Mike Sigman, 
who held the post for 26 years. 
Blake sees his tenure as “a three-
year bridge’’ to the next Lead 
Spiritual Director. 
     Blake has completed a suc-
cessful first year. He has been 
busy selecting speakers for the 
upcoming session of Camp. 
     With the three new Spiritual 
Directors this year, he said, “I 
will lead, with these three men 
coming along beside me.”  
     Next year, Blake said, he will 
turn over more responsibilities 
to the three and continue to work 
with them. 
     Blake will then finish his ten-
ure and the Association will pick 
a new Lead Spiritual Director. 
     The Rev. John Longmire, 
an Associate Spiritual Director 
for the past four years, moves 
on to other ministries. He is the 
lead pastor at Hempfield United 
Methodist Church. We thank 
him for his service.

From The Rev. Blake Deibler,
Lead RCM Spiritual Director

Blake Deibler
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    February/March  
Cakeless Bake Sale; 

Easter egg sale. 
Thursday, April 13 
Association meets at 

7 p.m. at Rawlinsville 
UMC.

Thursday, April 20 
RCM Ladies Auxiliary 

Meeting at 7 p.m. in  
Children’s Building.
Saturday, April 22 
Chicken pot pie prep.
Saturday, April 29 
Chicken pot pie sale. 
Saturday, May 13
Spring cleanup day. 
Kitchen and Dining 

Room cleanup.
Thursday, July13
Association meets at 
RCM at 7 p.m. in the  
Children’s Building.
Thursday, July 20

 RCM Ladies Auxiliary 
Meeting at 7 p.m. in  
Children’s Building.

     Sunday, July 30
Spiritual Life Rally at 
7 p.m. in Tabernacle.

        July 31-Aug.13 
The 138th session of 
Rawlinsville Camp 

Meeting.

RCM
Calendar

Bryce Wendler, above,  
speaks at worship service at 
Fall Fest. Below, left, Jared 
Schnapf and, right,
Adam Swift.

New spiritual directors
named for 138th session

Jen Deibler, Camp caretaker, 
took this photo after an oak 
tree crashed to the ground 
last Oct. 1 during windy rem-
nants of Hurricane Ian. Jen 
said the tree missed the bell 
structure “by maybe a foot” 
and fell short of a cottage.

Crashing down
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Report on RCM Youth 
 and 56 Kids! programs

By Rob (Mr. Rob) Eachus
Youth and 56Kids! leader

56 Kids!
■Theme – “Messy Life?  Jesus Shines Us Up!” James 
1:2-5,12
■Average attendance was 38 students for each program. 

Youth
■Theme – “Messy Life? Jesus Sweeps it Up!” James 
1;2-5,12
■Average attendance was 67 students for each program.
■For the first time in recent memory (maybe ever) a girl 
won the annual belly flop contest at SECA Pool. Con-
gratulations to Allie Burkholder!
■Three youth rededicated their lives to Jesus and prayed 
at the cross.

Both programs
■ Themes focused on how relying on Jesus helps us to 
focus, stay strong, and persevere during struggles so that 
we can stand as an example to others and a beacon to the 
cross. 
■A total of 112 people navigated the mighty Pequea 
Creek and avoided being bitten by (or even seeing) the 
dreaded creek sharks. 
85 staff/students on Aug. 3. 
27 staff/students on Aug. 7. 
Sickman’s Mill managers permitted 
our staff onto their property to assist 
students through the rapids and 
allowed our students to use their exit 
point along the creek which they rent 
from a private landowner.
■Owners of Blue Gate Pickens 
(Nissley Road, Holtwood) lent RCM 
its golf cart for the entire two weeks 
of Camp free of charge.  This al-
lowed staff for Children, 56, and Youth 
to easily move equipment, water and supplies about 
camp for a wide variety of activities and programs.  This 
is an essential tool for our programming and another ex-
ample of how RCM is reaching out beyond our grounds 
and how people are hearing God’s voice and stepping up 
for an opportunity to serve Him and make a difference 
for His glory.
■The Adult vs. Youth Volleyball Tournament was a blast 
and well attended.  The adults pulled out a heartbreaker 
of a win to secure the Ralph Huber “I Mustache Play 
Vollleyball” trophy for the second straight year.
■Consumed by students during the 137th  session 
of RCM: 20 pizzas; 32 dozen donuts; 23 gallons of 
chocolate milk; two dozen chocolate bars; three bags 
of marshmallows; two boxes of graham crackers; eight 
gallons of vanilla ice cream;  and His voice, His breath, 
His Love and Joy. 

Rob Eachus

Photos by Stephanie Reddinger

At Rawlinsville Camp Meeting, the Youth (completed 7th-
12th grades) and 56Kids! (completed 5th and 6th graders) 
join at the start of each evening to sing and play games 
together before splitting up for their separate programs. Two 
of the photos, above, and just below, show the two age groups 
together. In the third photo, at the bottom, a group performs 
for them.



     The Ladies Auxiliary ended 2022 with 
some of our best-loved fundraisers and is  
entering 2023 excited to serve Rawlinsville 
Camp Meeting.
      Thank you to all who stepped in to 
help Sept.28-30 at the busy, but fun West 

Lampeter Fair 
chicken stand. The 
Ladies Auxiliary 
hosted Fall Fest and 
the RCM auction 
Oct. 14-15. We re-
ceived a lot of pos-
itive feedback and 
are excited to plan 
for Fall Fest 2023.  
The November 
soup sale is always 

a delicious fundraiser.  We appreciated all 
the help everyone gave in preparing soups.
     The Auxiliary is looking to grow. We 
would love for ALL women of RCM to get 
involved. If you have thought about joining, 
but live far away, we have a solution. Start-
ing at our next meeting we will offer a Zoom 
link (only for those distantly challenged.)
     We still want to see everyone in person, 
but understand some of you simply can’t 
make it to meetings. If you fall into this 
category, email me at msfinch1026@gmail.
com and I will send you the link prior to our 
meeting April 20. 
     We are so excited to see where God leads 
the Ladies Auxiliary in this new year! 
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Zooming ahead

Photos by Stephanie Reddinger

Sarah Finch

Sarah Finch,
Ladies Auxiliary

Feeding the fair-goers
For the third year, 
RCM volunteers 
manned the chicken 
stand at the West 
Lampeter Fair as a 
fundraiser for Camp. 
Above, customers 
line up at the popular 
stand. At right, Diane 
Jacobs and Dustin Goss 
take orders. Below, 
a crew preps food as 
orders come in. 

     The RCM Ladies Auxiliary fall fund-
raisers were quite successful!
     We earned $3,898.24 through staffing 
the chicken stand at the West Lampeter 
Fair; $8,712.40 at the Fall Fest/Auction; 
and $4,134.57 from the soup sale.
     We did have tomato bisque and ham 
and bean soup left over.  If you would like 
to purchase soup for $9 a quart, contact 
me at 717-917-8717.
     Easter egg candy making will take 
place in March.  Order forms go out at the 
end of February.  We will need volunteers, 
so please watch your email and the Camp 
Facebook page for details.

By Karen McGaw

Fall fundraisers: $16,700+
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J. Paul Stokes Jr., 93, of 
Lebanon, formerly of Pequea 
and Millersville, passed away 
at home Thanksgiving morn-
ing, Nov. 24, 2022.
     Born in Marticville, he was the son of 
the late J. Paul Sr. and Anna M. Witmer 
Stokes and the husband of Clara “Cackie” 
M. Erb Stokes, who died in 2019.
     Paul was deaf from birth but enjoyed 
life and being with people. He attend-

ed Mt. Nebo United Methodist 
Church for more than 90 years. 
He then attended Mt. Wilson 
Church of the Brethren with his 
son, Stephen, and daughter-in-law, 
Charlene.   
     Paul and Cackie attended Raw-
linsville Camp Meeting for years, 
where he enjoyed flipping burgers 
in the Snack Bar.
     He had been an avid bowler and 

pitched for the Mt. Nebo church team. He 
enjoyed the Phillies, cheering for them 
in the past World Series, and Eagles. He 
liked hunting and going to car shows.  
     Paul was a butcher for more than 80 
years, beginning work with his grandfa-

ther and father in Mt. Nebo at J.R. Stokes 
and Son (later J.P. Stokes and Son). After 
the business closed in 1961, he worked for 
several shops until 2016, when he moved 
to Lebanon.
     Paul is also survived by daughters, 
Sandy L., Pequea, and Susan M. Nuss, 
New Mexico; six grandchildren; 10 great 
grandchildren and two great-great-grand-
children; and a sister, Evelyn Miller,  
Effort, PA.  A son, Scott, died in 2021.
     Paul’s funeral service was held Dec.2, 
2022 at the Mt. Wilson Church. Interment 
was in the Mt. Nebo cemetery. Memorial 
remembrances may be made to Kindred 
Hospice, 205 Grandview Avenue, Unit 
304, Camp Hill, PA 17011.

J. Paul Stokes
Obituaries

Matthew Carroll Miller, 51, 
of Exeter Township, November 
15, 2022, at Penn Presbyterian 
Medical Center, Philadelphia.     
     Matt was the husband of 
Tracey E. (Doman) Miller.  
Born in Pottstown, he was the 
son of the late Raymond and 
Patricia (Pearson) Miller. 
     Matt’s faithful journey as 
a Christian started in his preschool years 
at Cedarville United Methodist Church in 
Coventry.  
     For two weeks every summer at Raw-
linsville Camp Meeting, Matt deepened 
his faith and his friendships through wor-
ship, sharing Camp meals, having cabin 
porch conversations, and playing Rack-O 

tournaments.   
     Matt was an active volunteer 
in the Snack Bar and Boarding 
House every session, while 
Tracey served in the RCM pre-
school. Tracey and Matt were 
married 27 years. 
      Matt was a member of West 
Lawn United Methodist Church 
and was in the men’s ministry 
group and on the missions team. 
Last June, he went to Peru on a 
missions trip to build homes for 

families in need.  
     Matt, who had an infectious laugh, was 
a hands-on father to Jacob Cole and Grace 
Elizabeth, staying home to raise them 
fulltime for six years.  
     He studied secondary education at Penn 
State University and continued his educa-

tion online, taking classes in business and  
management. Matt’s early career included 
roles at Xerox and Penske. 
     Once Grace moved on to preschool, 
Matt began his 16-year career with Mor-
gan Corp., holding several positions. 
     In addition to his wife and children (at 
home), Matt is survived by brothers Keith, 
Lancaster; Raymond, Pottstown; James, 
Reading; and Curtis, Lancaster. He was 
preceded in death by brothers Mitchal and 
Scott. 
     A memorial service was held at West 
Lawn UMC, on Dec.18. Contributions 
may be made in memory of Matt to Raw-
linsville Camp Meeting, 475 Clearfield 
Road, Holtwood, PA 17532, or to Missions 
at West Lawn UMC, 15 Woodside Ave., 
Reading, PA 19609.  

Matthew Carroll Miller

Matthew Miller

J. Paul Stokes




